
EarthTEC concludes four years 
of successful works at Thredbo 

When a section of the Alpine Way in 

Thredbo collapsed following a major 

slip failure, a strong but flexible and 

free-draining retaining wall was re-

quired. 

Gabions and the Terramesh rein-

forced earth wall system was select-

ed as the most suitable solution.   

The preferred design comprised a 

series of terraced walls similar to 

those installed by our crews at the 

Olympic Archery Facility, Haslams 

Creek. 

The two lower terraces were  

Terramesh type walls. However,  

limited space above the Alpine Way 

required the use of gravity walls and 

soil nail anchors in these sections. 

Access was extremely difficult,  

particularly during the work areas 

close to the former lodge locations at 

Carinya and Bimbadeen, where 

deeper excavations were required to 

achieve satisfactory foundation condi-

tions. 

 

The gabion walls were combined 

with extensive drainage subsoil 

works to collect and discharge 

ground water.  

The initial sections of work were  

completed prior to the ski season 

which was a major challenge, given 

the significant increase in scope  

generated by the poor foundation  

conditions encountered.  

To achieve on-time completion, a 

night shift using additional crews 

working under lights was added to 

the projects program. 

Subsequent sections of work were  

tendered and won over the next four  

summers including a large Perma-

crib wall below Bobuck Lane. In to-

tal, over 12,000m3 of gabion work 

was completed by our crews. 

The work at Thredbo represents  

one of the largest gabion projects 

constructed in the southern hemi-

sphere has established the bench-

mark for most large-scale commer-

cial grade gabion works completed 

since. 

 

Please contact our Sydney head  

office to meet with an EarthTEC  

representative in your state to  

discuss your project: 

 

E info@earthtec.com.au 

T +61 2 9420 8610 

F +61 2 9420 8650 
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Client:   Haskins Contractors 

Location:   Thredbo, NSW 

Project: Alpine Way Restoration 

The completed works is the largest gabion project 

in the Southern Hemisphere. 
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