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Project

Possum Shoot Road, a major arterial road
used by local residents and tourists to
shortcut access from Byron Bay to sur-
rounding regions, collapsed after a signifi-
cant landslide causing major transport
difficulties for tourists and local residents.

EarthTec won the contract to repair the
landslip based on our previous project
experience and an ability to deliver the
project to the high quality required within
an accelerated program to restore the traffic
flow as quickly as possible. The scope
involved a detailed excavation of over
1000m3 of unsuitable embankment
materials, the construction of a 5m high
Terramesh gabion retaining wall and asso-
ciated road and drainage works.

During excavation substantial ground
water was encountered from two springs.
The foundation conditions were considered
to be inadequate for the new retaining wall.

EarthTEC reviewed a number of design

alternatives provided by Coffey

Geosciences and determined that the
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modification should incorporate a rock
foundation and trench drains to enable the
wall to be founded at the original contract
level. This required further bulk and detailed
excavation in poor ground but was a more
economical and quicker alternative to
founding a longer retaining wall at a much
lower level than originally intended.

and slope instability during construction.
Byron Shire Council needed a specialist
contractor experienced in this type of work
and EarthTEC completed the work in ac-
cordance with the design and specification
for the works and without any incidents.”

“Byron Shire Council needed a specialist contractor experienced in this type
of work and EarthTEC completed the work in accordance with the design
and specification for the works and without any incidents.”

The capacity of the existing cross drainage
was also increased by installing a longer
pipe to ensure that surface run off captured
by the upslope dish drain was effectively
discharged away from the new works.

According to Hayden Kress of Byron Shire
Council, “The design of this slip repair re-
quired a high level of construction quality
for gabions and reinforced soil and installa-
tion of significant subsoil drainage. There
was also a high level of construction risk
associated with the poor ground conditions
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Hayden Kress,

Contact our Sydney head office to meet
with an EarthTEC representative in your
state to discuss your project:

E info@earthtec.com. au
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